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MATH TEACHERS LEARN HOW TO SAVE WHALES, TEACH BETTER AT CONCORDIA'S MATHBEC '76 
ee WALES, LEACH BETTER AT CONCORDIA'S MATHBEC '76 


Speakers from across Canada will address the three-day mathematics teachers con- 
ference, Mathbec '76, Thursday May 13 through Saturday May 15, Workshops will 
cover everything from how to use mathematics to save whales from extinction to 


how playing cards can be used to improve not only your game, but your math. 


All events take place in the Hall Building, de Maisonneuve at Bishop. 


The University of Manitoba's Eric MacPherson will start the conference off 
Thursday at 8 p.m. in the D.B. Clarke Theatre with a retrospective look at 
math teaching from the "Shut-up-Do--this" curriculum of the 1880's through 


contemporary fads to a current trend towards conservatism. 


Conference highlights: 

Friday, May 14 
9:30 a.m., Room 605: "Deal Me In!", discussion and demonstrations of card 
games and tricks to develop children's mathematical skills, with Margie Golick, 
McGill-Montreal Children's Hospital Learning Centre 
9:30 a.m., Room 427: "Mathematics in Art: Mosaics", an introduction to the 
art of M.C. Escher with geometrical analysis and tips on creating your own 
Escher, with Jill Guadagni Britton, Dawson College 
11 _a.m., Room 420: "Problem Solving Behavior in Young Children", a discussion 
of major research findings on children aged 3 to 8, with Doyal Nelson, Univer- 
sity of Alberta (follow-up session at 3:39 p.m. in Room 605 with Guy J. Groen, 
McGill 
3:30 p.m., Room 420: “Mathematical Thinking -~ The Unknown Quantity", a talk 
with examples of how students fail because no one has ever taught them to think, 
with Gordon Edwards, Vanier College 

Saturday, May 15 
9 a.m., Room 413;"Metric Measurement Modules", presentation of sample material 
to help teach the metric system to young children, with Shirley McNicol, McGill 


era/ie. 


Saturday, May 15 
9 a.m., Room 605: "The Mathematics of Extinction", a simple mathematical 


model that is used to describe problems in saving whales and other ocean 
stock from extinction, with Gordon Edwards, Vanier College 

11:30 a.m., Room 420: Volunteers from Montreal High School are given 
mathematical problems and interviewed, followed by clinical analysis 


and discussion of their problem-solving style, with Bruce Harrison, 


University of Calgary 


Sponsors of Mathbec '76 include Concordia's mathematics departments, the 
Quebec Association of Mathematics Tdachers and the Quebec Ministry of 


Education. 


(Note to public: Registration takes place on the mezzanine of the Hall Building, 


de Maisonneuve at Bishop, Thursday from 4 p.m. = 10 p.m.3 Friday from 8:30 a.m. - 
4 p.m.; Saturday from 8 a.m. to 10 a.m. Cost is $25, or $5 for Saturday only.) 


For further information, phone the Sir George Williams mathematics department 


at 879-5930. 
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